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Since the enfranchisement of women, New Zealand has
attempted few electoral innovations, and has continued to
conduct elections within single member constituencies and
to accept the decision of a simple majority. Prior to the
elections of 1911 the Ward Government, in order to avoid
splitting the Liberal and Labour vote on which its fate de-
pended, introduced the second ballot, which gave little
satisfaction and was promptly abolished by Massey on his
accession to office. In 1924 compulsory registration was
established, but compulsory voting on the Australian pattern
has not been deemed necessary since a high percentage of
citizens on the lists actually vote (over 92 per cent in 1938;.
In 1945 Labour took the bold step of abolishing the country
quota, which in providing a special weight for the rural vote
had for two generations buttressed the political power of the
North Island dairymen and had been subjected to incessant
attack by urban labour. At the same time an Electoral
Commission was established which after each census divides
the country into equal electoral districts according to adult
population.
The House of Representatives adheres closely to the
practices and procedures of the British House of Commons,
and accepts the privileges and immunities of the Commons
as they existed in 1865 in so far as they are not in conflict
with the Constitution Act.5 But since New Zealand did not
adopt the Statute of Westminster, the legislative competence
of the house is somewhat restricted. It cannot legislate
extra-territorially, pass laws repugnant to imperial statutes
expressly or by implication applicable to New Zealand, and
it must occasionally permit the reservation of bills for the
approval of the King.6 The act of 1852 did not specifically
refer to the constituent power, an omission remedied by an
imperial statute of 1857, which enabled the legislature to
alter the Constitution Act, except the sections pertaining to
the establishment of a General Assembly, its place and time
&Some of the departures are discussed by the clerk of the New Zealand
house, Mr. T. D. H. Hall, In "Public Administration and Parliamentary Pro-
cedure ia New Zealand" (Journal of the Society of Glerks-at-fke-Table in Empire
Parliaments, IX, 1940, 123-44).
*Constiiution Act, section 56.